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We have had our busiest and most purposeful September 
ever. Everything that we do at Unionville Meadows is in aid 
of fulfilling our mission statement: 
òWe unite in our purpose to inspire and prepare learners for life 

in our changing world community.ó 

and ensuring that each student reaches their potential. Here 
is a sampling of what has been happening in the past 
month. Some of these items you will read about in this edi-
tion of The Messenger. 

Staff and students have reviewed, improved and prac-
ticed school safety procedures including Code Red and 
Fire Drills, and updated all critical student medical in-
formation. 
Students have learned and follow comfortably and inde-
pendently classroom and school routines. 
Parents and students met with teachers on Curriculum 
Night to understand  homework and classroom expecta-
tions and to confirm methods of home-school communi-
cation. 
Students and staff participated in the Terry Fox and 
POGO Cancer Fundraiser and collected  over $1500.00. 
UMPS families have supported our School Councilõs first 
ever major fundraiser. Funds raised are being calculated 
shortly. 
Student Council Elections have been completed. Our 
Student Council members have already presented at the 
Good News Assembly and are planning the Mustang 
Bowl. 

Many school clubs and teams, more than ever before, are underway: Green Team, Cross Country, String En-
semble, Volleyball, Basketball,  intramural flag football, to name a few. 
Our Scholastic Book Fair has earned valuable resources for our library and classrooms.  
Cyberbullying and internet safety lessons were completed in all grade 1-8 classrooms. 

We are also working on many other initiatives including: 
The kick-off for our QSP magazine fundraiser. We know many families are waiting to renew subscriptions. 
This fundraiser was delayed by one month to accommodate our School Council Coupon Book Fundraiser.  
Our Leadership Team is writing our School Improvement Plan. This plan is based upon our school data and 
student learning needs. 
Beginning our Partnering Around Literacy (P.A.L.)Workshops: literacy workshops for parents and students 
who are in the early stages of learning English. 
Updating all student records to ensure accurate contact information. Please return your childõs Index Card. 
Developing our school email list. Please let us know how to reach you by email so that we can send informa-
tion electronically. 
Recreating our UMPS website. This site is currently out of date. We currently do not have licensing to update 
this site. We have a committee of staff and parents looking at improving this form of communication. 
Coordinating community volunteers for our Reading Program. We need one volunteer for every Primary 
class who will come in on a regular basis to listen to students read. Please consider volunteering! 

 

I believe, and the staff believe, that the students at Unionville Meadows receive the best education available any-
where! How do I know that? Our students continue to show improved achievement and our school EQAO scores 
continue to reflect the exemplary instruction and dedication of our staff and the commitment of each student to 
be the best they can be!  



Our Character Trait for October is  

Responsibility 
Beginning October 1st, responsibility will be our 
character theme for the month. We can demon-
strate responsibility by following through on our 
commitments. Friends and classmates value some-
one who is responsible because they know you can 
always be counted on to do the right thing. 
 
Parents and family members are welcome to attend 
our monthly assemblies and celebrate our accom-
plishments. Look for the assembly date each 
month in the Calendar of Upcoming Events in-
cluded with each edition of The Messenger. 

Leaders By Example 
 

CHARACTER MATTERS is an important initia-
tive in all schools throughout the York Region 
District School Board. The purpose of Character 
Education is to actively teach and promote the 
positive character traits that lead to developing 
good citizens. At Unionville Meadows P.S. our 
Leaders By Example program recognizes a student 
from each class who demonstrates characteristics 
like respect, optimism, initiative, honesty, integrity, 
empathy, responsibility, optimism, perseverance 
and fairness. 
Our focus for September was òrespect.ó Con-
gratulations to the following students who were 
Leaders By Example in September. 
 

 Javan C.  JK/SK Dimilta 
 Alexander C.  JK/SK Dimilta 
 Kyle N.  JK/SK Hawes 
 Sherry L.  JK/SK Hawes 
 Sahil N.  JK /SK Liao 
 Xin Yi C.  JK /SK Liao 
 Tracy W.  1 Christidis 
 Grace Y.  1 Love 
 Erika I.   1 Liaghati 
 Emily S.  1 Oziel 
 J.Vaughn E.  2 Karr 
 Jamie M.  2 Khimji 
 Shezreen K.  2 Goldberger 
 Catherine Z.  2/3 Leung 
 Neha V.  3 Adatia 
 Rijuta G.  3 Woo 
 Carrie F.  3/4 Vogiatjis 
 Susanna P.  4 Clarke 
 Freddy H.  4 MacDonald 
 Leon D.  5 Guastelluccia 
 Dennis H.  5 Hamilton 
 Cecilia L.  6 Patel 
 Gina T.  6 Sun 
 Jiayi Z.   6/7 Puddy 
 Erika W..  7 Amin 
 Imran Noori  7 Berman 
 James Liang  8 Cowley 
 Vanessa N.  8 Ng 

RESPECT  

Terry Fox ~ Pogo Sidewalk Chalk ~ Hair Cutting 

 

On September 18, 2009 all of Unionville Meadows and 

parents participated in the Terry Fox Walk/Run and 

Pogo Sidewalk Chalk initiative. It was a beautiful day 

out and all students took the opportunity to show em-

pathy for those who have battled cancer by providing 

positive messages for those in need of support. Addi-

tionally, students had an opportunity to watch and 

cheer Ms. Chebaro on in cutting her hair in support of 

making a wig for a patient in need. Some students even 

had the opportunity to cut Ms. Chebaroôs hair in recog-

nition of their hard work in raising the most money for 

cancer.  Mr. Andonoff also let students shave his hair 

and beard as an incentive to raise money. It was a re-

cord breaking year and UMPS raised a total of $1, 

544.33 to donate to the Terry Fox Foundation for can-

cer research. The class that raised the most money was 

Mrs. Leungôs grade 2/3 class and as a prize will be re-

ceiving a pizza lunch for 

their efforts. We are all 

proud at Unionville 

Meadows of the charac-

ter our students demon-

strate on a daily basis 

and their motivation to 

give back to the commu-

nity. Thanks to all those teachers who helped to coordi-

nate and support the event. You made the day run 

smoothly. We look forward to next year being an even 

bigger hit! 

  The Terry Fox/POGO Committee 

 



Safety Reminder :  

Stranger Proof  
Please speak with your 

children about what to 

do if approached by a 

stranger.  Talk to your 

children about recogniz-

ing potentially danger-

ous situations and about 

using the buddy system 

(walking with a friend).  

Drop-Off and Pick-up Loop At the Front of UMPS  
The front loop is for grade 1-8 drop off only, not parking . At no time should the driver 

leave the car. If you need to park, you must do so on the street where permitted. If your 

child is not waiting for you, please leave the loop and return when your child is there. 

Children and parents must use the sidewalk. Busses have the 

right of way.   Your childôs safety is everyoneôs job!!  
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2008-09 UMPS School Council 
 

The function of School Councils in On-
tarioõs elementary schools is to support 
student learning. Here is your School 
Council Executive (not including all mem-
bers) for this year: 

Chair and Volunteer Coordinator: 
   Amanda Godfroy 
Communications and Parent Engage-
ment:   Rajinder Dhiman 
Secretary  Michelle Fraser 
Fundraising Asif Khan 
Special Events Effie Altomare 
Treasurer  Anim Mohammed 

 

Parents are always welcome to attend 
meetings even if not an elected member. 
Babysitting is available; let us know the 
week before if you need this free service. 
October 1st is our first meeting. Novem-
ber 5th is our next scheduled date. 



BEING GREEN AT UMPS 

A Current Recipe for Our Gold Certified Eco School 
 

Ingredients 
Lights Out Team      (Re: Energy conservation education and monitoring) 

R.O.W.ing Team  (Reduce Our Waste)      (Re: Waste management education and monitoring, alu-

minum can top collection, printer cartridges collection) 

Schoolyard Restoration Team      (Re: Developing the schoolyard into a better resource to support 

curriculum and Character  Education  Current Projects include:  1.Creation and funding of a native 

plant shrub bed at the Peace Garden   2.and 3. A plant material handbook and a collection of outdoor 

lesson plan ideas based on funding from a YRDSB Innovation Grant) 

Fund Raising      (Re: Sales and grant applications.) 

Gardening      (Re: Growing plants, weeding gardens, mulching) 

Earth Hour Committee       (Re: Education and promotion of this special global event) 

Household Battery Collection Contest  (stay tuned) 

Interactive Displays       (Re: Library hall bulletin board) 

YRDSB Eco Leadership Camp (Re: Six students and their special project) 

Season with awesome ñNobody is Somebody Projectsò 

Special Winter Activities   (We need help here!) 
 

Add 
45 Eager Grades 4 to 8 Students 

10+ Dedicated Teachers 

4  Fabulous Caretakers 

2  Incredibly Supportive Administrators  

2  Incredibly Patient Office Administrators 

1  Super Active Student Council 

1  Progressive Before/ After School Care Program 

1  Team of  Interested Lunch Supervisors 

1  Caring Parent Community 
 

Marinade in the Ontario Curriculum over the school year 

 

Mix   together and  enjoy the feelings of belonging and making a difference. 
 

 

We welcome you to add your flavour to the mix. 

 

We serve it up with a smile! 
 

This monthly insert is created by the Green Team  
Look for a Green Team update in each edition of The Messenger!  



CREATING SAFE AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS  
FOR CHILDREN WITH ALLERGIES  

 
School staff and parents are responsible for creating safe and healthy environments for students.  This is an 
additional challenge for schools attended by children with allergies, especially life-threatening allergies.  While 
we take every step to create a risk-free environment, school staff and parents can take important steps to mini-
mize potentially fatal allergic reactions as there are implications for the whole school, not just individual class-
rooms.  It is especially important that parents communicate a life-threatening allergy to the school as soon as 
they are aware of it.  Please notify the principal and your childôs teacher so that we take the steps to create ac-
curate records and inform staff of the established protocol. 

Thank you. 

Improving Communication  

In order to improve communication, save paper and money, Unionville Meadows will be placing future 

copies of the newsletter ñThe Messengerò on the school website. We would also like to send it directly to 

you by email. In addition, we would like to be able to contact you with other information by email. If 

you would like to be included on the Unionville Meadows School email distribution list, please provide 

your information below. 

 

Please only submit one form per family. List all siblings on this form. Provide only 1 email ad-

dress. 
 

Student first and last name:                                                      Grade:        Teacher: 

Student first and last name:                                                      Grade:        Teacher: 

Student first and last name:                                                      Grade:        Teacher: 
 

 

Printed parent first and last name(s): 
 

Email:            Parent Signature: 

 

 I am aware that a parent volunteer, who has signed a confidentiality agreement, will be inputting the email          

 address into the distribution list. 

 

 I give permission for this email address to be shared with the School Council for the purpose of receiving  

  Council information. 

IWALK for Adventure, Fun and Fitness 
On October 7th, 2009, join families around the world as we participate in Inter-

national Walk to School Day. 

This October 7th, pledge to:  

 Contribute nothing to pollution and traffic congestion  

  at school 

 Remember your ABCs and get to school 

 ñAnyway But in a Car.ò ABC! 
Walk or bike to school every Wednesday, all year long! 

Have fun, be healthy and make new friends on the way to school! 
 

Classes with every student walking to school on October 7th will earn an extra 

recess with Mrs. LeBlanc and Ms. Chebaro! 


