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UMPS School Council

The function of School Councils in Ontario’s ele-
mentary schools is to support student learning.
We continued our work to improve the UMPS
Council last year and activities are already un-
derway this year. Next week we will be calling
for nominations for people who may wish to
serve in a formal role on the Council. Please con-~
sider your involvement on Council. We generally
run 5 or 6 meetings during the school year.
Council members must be prepared to attend all
meetings.

Remember that parents are always welcome to
attend meetings even if not an elected member.

“1f my mind can
l'ieve it, then
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Welcome back to another exciting year of learning at
UMPS! As always the first newsletter of the year includes
many informational items that our community members
need to keep in mind for our school to operate safely and
smoothly. If you have any questions, concerns or suggestions,
please give us a call or send an email. Although we are al-
ways incredibly busy in the office, we always make the time
to respond to meet the needs of our students

Please mark September 24th on your calendar. This is
our Curriculum Night and your first formal opportunity to
meet the teachers and find out about the routines for the
year. Parents, you do not want to miss this evening. Please
read through the UMPS Handbook in the front of your child’s
agenda and come prepared to ask any questions you have
about school routines and operations.

Welcome back to Mrs. Goldberger, Mrs. Forster and
Ms. Khimji. New additions to our teaching team are: Ms. Sun
in grade 6, Ms. Clarke in grade 4 and Mrs. Love in grade 1.
We are also pleased to welcome Mr. Oziel to grade 1 and Ms.
Kumabe to our Junior Student Support Centre.

The month of September is our opportunity to review
and improve our safety procedures. All UMPS staff were re-
quired to attend Health and Safety information sessions on
September 4th. Safety starts with students coming to school
and going home safely every day. Please drive slowly and
carefully when dropping off and picking up. We had a num-
ber of accidents in and around our parking lot last year. To
address this we are refining our routines to keep our young-
est students safe. Starting September 21st only Kindergarten
parents/caregivers will be admitted into the school parking
lot between 8:15 and 8:25 a.m.. Specific information will be
sent home with each Kindergarten child. All other families
must use the front loop. As you know, traffic is extremely
busy and it is critical that every driver be patient and follow
procedures. Please read details of these procedures on page 2.
Once at school, it is our job to keep your child safe. All adults
must enter the building only through the front doors and
must sign in before proceding into the school. Parents, we
have many students who are dropped off by grandparents,
neighbours, daycare providers, and others. We do not know
everyone. In order to keep our students safe, adults are not
permitted on the yard past the fences. Please share this infor-
mation with everyone caring for your child and help us to do
our jobs by following this procedure. Adults will be asked to
leave the yard. Teachers are on yard duty starting at 8:15

concei vean. tPlease dakk avithmpyur dhiddaabont yorrradnop dffeand pick
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Walk to school to avoid the traffic and frustration!T!

There is no doubt that this year will be better than the last. Our listening program this week was the
school song: “From Seeds We Soar.” It is an inspirational song that challenges us each to be the best we can be.
What a great way to start the year!



Leaders By Example

CHARACTER MATTERS is an important initiative in
all schools throughout the York Region District
School Board. The purpose of Character Education is
to actively teach and promote the positive character
traits that lead to developing good citizens.

At Unionville Meadows P.S. our Leaders By
Example program recognizes a student from each
class who demonstrates characteristics like respect,
optimism, initiative, honesty, integrity, empathy,
responsibility, optimism, perseverance and fairness.
The Leaders By Example will be honoured and pre-
sented with a certificate in the monthly Good News
Assembly and will be recognized in The Messenger.

Parents and family members are welcome
to attend our monthly assemblies and celebrate our
accomplishments. Look for the assembly date each
month in the Calendar of Upcoming Events included
with each edition of The Messenger.

For the month of September we will focus
on the character trait of respect.

Student Leadership
and Extracurricular Activities

UMPS offers many opportunities to develop
character through involvement in leadership posi-
tions and teams or clubs. Students are encouraged to
<et involved in intramural sports, choir, string en-
sembles, Green team, or to volunteer as a Kindergar-
ten helper, lunch monitor, library helper, office vol-
unteer, student ambassador or Student Council Rep-
resentative. Get involved!

School Organization 2009-2010

JK/SK: Ms. Liao, Ms. Dimilta, Ms. Hawes
3 classes (full days, alternate days (M/W/alt. F)
3 classes (full days, alternate days (T/Th/alt. F)
Grade 1: Ms. Christidis, Ms. Liaghati, Mr. Oziel,
Mrs. Love
Grade 2: Mrs. Karr, Ms. Khimji, Mrs. Goldberger
Grade 2/3: Mrs. Leung
Grade 3: Ms. Woo, Ms. Adatia
Grade 3/4: Ms. Vogiatjis
Grade 4: Ms. Clarke, Ms. MacDonald
Grade 5: Mrs. Hamilton, Ms. Guastelluccia
Grade 6: Ms. Patel, Ms. Sun
Grade 6/7: Ms. Puddy
Grade 7: Mrs. Amin, Mrs. Berman
Grade 8: Mr. Ng, Ms. Cowley
SERT: Ms. Pescador, Mrs. McLellan, Ms. Kumabe
ELL: Ms. Kwan, Ms. Forster
Reading Recovery: Mrs. Bullivant and Ms. S. LeBlanc
Library: Ms. Dias
Phys Ed: Mr. Andonoff
Music: Ms. So
French: Ms. Tsatsos, Ms. Kassam, Ms. Cowley
Performance + Teacher: Ms. Lovatsis
Child and Youth Worker: Mrs. Henson
Educational Assistant: Ms. Norton
Caretakers: Mr. Semoff, Mr. Dignotti, Mr. Sarros,
Mr. Zigomanis

Community Volunteers

Unionville Meadows welcomes and is often looking for volunteers to help around the school in different
ways. If you have an hour a week to spare and want to volunteer in the school, let us know. We are look-

ing for volunteers to help out in the following ways:

Classroom helper

Field trip helper

Driver for teams and clubs
Milk program

QSP Magazine Fundraiser
Daily Reading Program
Assisting in the library
Homework Club

Office volunteer

School Council activities

volunteer: Yes No
Student first and last name:

¢~ I am interested in volunteering at UMPS!  You may share my information with a coordinating parent

My name:

Phone number(s):

Relationship to student:
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Entry Bell 8:25 am.

Anthem 8:30 a.m.

Recess 10:10-10:40 a.m.

Lunch 12:20-1:20 p.m.

Dismissal 3:00 p.m.

Be At School on Timel

Our school day begins af 8:30 a.m. Students need
to be in their classroom at that time and be pre-
pared to learn. Students who arrive late for school
not only miss important announcements, but cause
a great deal of disruption to their class when they
enter. Please help us by having your child arrive to
school on time.

Safe Arrival and Dismissal

Punctuality and attendance are very important to
ensure your child does not miss important mate-~
rial being taught. It is critical that you call the
school when your child is going to be absent or
late so that the school can ensure all students are
safe. If you do not call the school, the school will
call the home, business, and then emergency
numbers provided to ensure your child is safe. In
the event that we are unable fo contact anyone,
it is Board policy that we contact the police. After
office hours, the answering ma-
chine will pick up your calls

and you can leave a message.

X
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{GKGE'T' At the end of each day stu-
dents are dismissed by their
teacher at 3:00 p.m. Children are di-
rected to leave the building promptly and to go
straight home. Parents need to know if their
child has made arrangements to attend a club or
team or stay for after-school help. This commu-
nication should take place before school begins.
Caregivers are expected to be on time to pick-up
children. If you have an emergency which pre-~
vents prompt pick~up, please call the office.

Parents needing after-school care for their chil-
dren are advised to contact Neena Ali, the Direc-
tor of the Highbirch Child Care Centre. This is
an independent childcare service which uses
space in our school. Contact information is avail-~
able in our office. There are also a number of
home day care providers in the area.

Traffic Loop
Very few UMPS students are

bussed to school. Parents famil-
iar with morning traffic know
just how congested traffic can
be in the morning in front of
the school, in the drop off loop
and in the parking lot. We strongly encourage stu~
dents to walk to school. However, when using the
loop in the morning, please be patient, drive slowly
and be careful. The loop is for drop off only, not
parking. Parents should not leave the car or wait in
the loop at any time. If you wish to park and walk
your child to the gate, please park on a side street.
You need to pay close attention to street signs as
there is very little parking in front of the school.
Many drivers were served with parking tickets for
parking illegally on the street or in the loop.

School Parking Lot There are only enough spaces
in our parking lot to accommodate staff. Please do
not park in the lot. Only Kindergarten parents are
welcome to use the loop in the parking lot to
quickly walk their child over to the Kindergarten
play area and then immediately return to their car.
Kindergarten parents will be given a tag to be dis-
played on the car dash which will give them access
to the parking lot. No other cars will be permitted
fo enfer the parking lof between 8:15-8:25 a.m.

Nut-~ and Shellfish~Free School

Unionville Meadows is a peanut / nut / shellfish-
free school. There are children and

staff in our building with severe, life- §_——=
threatening allergies and as a result
we request that you do not send pea-
nut, nut or shellfish products to
school in snacks and lunches. Even a
small amount of the allergy causing
substance can bring about a serious reaction. The
children in our school who have these allergies,
and their families, would like to thank you for your
understanding and cooperation with this important
issue.

Forgotten Lunches

If you are dropping off a forgotten lunch for your
child, please make sure his/her name is clearly
marked on the lunch bag. There is a table located
outside the office where you can place the forgotten
lunch. After the lunch bell rings, your child can
come to the office and pick it up. Students will not
be paged to the office to pick up their lunch.




Milk Program
Our Milk program continued to a be a very suc-

cessful and healthy beverage alternative last year.
The program offers milk to students who stay at
school for lunch. Order forms will be coming
home soon. This program also serves as a school
fundraiser and helps to fund extra-curricular ac-~
tivities throughout the year.

We are in need of a parent volunteer to assist September 18th
with this program. If you have some time to spare | Please donate Toonies.
and would like to volunteer to help, please let Mrs.
Sipidias, our office administrator, know.

TERRY FOX RUN

& POGO CHALK

Student Transportation Information
Please access www.schoolbuscity.com to
find up-to-date information about
school bus transportation services.

Lunch Supervisors Needed
Unionville Meadows has been given addi-
tional funding for one year only to hire 2
additional Lunch Supervisors. Lunch Su-
pervisors play an important role supervis-~
ing students during lunch and lunch recess .
between 12:20-1:20. If you are interested t o o o o i "b
in becoming a paid supervisor at Union- o —©O
ville Meadows, please call the office and
speak with Ms. Chebaro.

Arts in the Park
On Friday June 19th, students of Uni
AArts in the Parko is where students
the past year and is organized like an outdoor art gallery where everyone can see the
work. Students displayed pictures drawn in art class, paintings, and even pottery pieces.
During that afternoon, Intermediate students got to participate in relay games, draw
graffiti, and visit the outdoor gallery. The Primary students, on the other hand, had the
opportunity to watch an outdoor mini concert featuring the Bucket Drummers, our bullying prevention
reps, the Primary Choir, and some individual class performances. They even got to create their own kites
and fly them near the pond area! The Junior-Intermediate students wrote and painted environmental com-
ments on large posters which were hung up around the school to show everyone how much we care about
nature and what is around us. In the big field, students played some fun and active games of bean bag
badminton and three-legged races. Everyone had a blast! When students were on their hikes, they learned
a lot about what types of trees are around the pond and some facts about them. It was an exciting, educa-
tional experience that everyone got to take part in! Thanks to all the teachers who took their time to or-
gani ze and plan this great Agreeno event!

At times throughout the school year, your child may involved in special events or celebrations that
attract media attention. For example, last year newspaper and television reports came into our school
to cover our students’ accomplishments in environmental initiatives. Although we usually send home
permission forms for involvement in interviews or significant filming, there may be large group pho-
tos or filming of events where many staff and students are included. If you wish to exclude your child
or discuss further, please call Ms. Chebaro or Mrs. LeBlanc immediately so that special arrangements
can be made.
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Parent Engagement Advisory Committee
Call for Applications
The York Region District School Board invites parents of students attending elementary schools in the Westand East

the fall of 2009. This committee provides parents with an opportunity to advise on Board-level strategies and initiatives.
There are four positions available, due to the expiry of the term held by previous Committee members.

The Parent Engagement Advisory Committee is responsible for providing advice regarding strategies to support and
strengthen the engagement of all parents, families and communities in support of student learning. It will meet 3-5 times
each school year, to review the Boardés plan for
engagement, and to make suggestions to schools, School Councils and the Board regarding parent engagement.

The committee is composed of 12 parents, the Director of Education, 3 trustees, 3 principals, 1 Superintendent, 1 Special
Education Advisory Committee member, and 1 community representative. The selection Committee has decided on
principles of representation that include a variety of skills, experiences, location, and knowledge. Two references will be
required, one of which should be a school staff member (teacher, Education Assistant, principal)

The application form attached is to be submitted by September 24th, 2009 Margaret Roberts, Superintendent of Edu-
cation at CEC North, 130 Carlson Drive, Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 5H3. It can also be completed and submitted online
at the Board website www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca, or faxed to 905 895-7480. Questions may be directed to Marga-
ret.roberts@yrdsb.edu.on.ca

All applicants will be informed via email, phone or letter of their status once the Parent Engagement Advisory Commit-
tee has met to select the new committee members, by early October.

areas to apply for a position on the Parent Engagement Advisory Committee whi ch wi I | ¢ omme

The No Child Withoutprogram offers a free MedicAlert membership to students who attend our school and are between
the ages of 4 up to their 14" birthday. If your child has a medical condition, allergy or is required to take medication on a
regular basis then you should consider a MedicAlert membership through this program.

e Gives emergency first responders i mmediate acce
or necklet

e Enables first responders to quickly obtain up t
Record through the 24 Hour Emergency Hotline.

e Communicates with the parent or emergency contact upon activation of the Hotline. Allows free updates of the
childdés medical record as needed

Medi cAlert identification can alert school staff,
an emergency Occur.

For further information come to the office for a brochure or visit www.nochildwithout.ca. To register your child you will
need a No Child Withoutbrochure from the office.

If your child is already part of the No Child Withoutprogram and there have been changes to their medical condition,

Medi cAl ertds No Child Without Program

medications or emergency contact information, call MedicAlert at 1-866-679-3 220 Ext 1 to wupda
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& Improving Communication

of
d In order to improve communication, save paper and money, Unionville Meadows will be placing all
future copies of the newsletter fAThe Messengero

rectly to you by email. In addition, we would like to be able to contact you with other information by

email. If you would like to be included on the Unionville Meadows School email distribution list, please

provide your information below.

Student first and last name: Grade: Teacher:

Printed parent first and last name(s):

Email: Parent Signature:
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http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/
mailto:Margaret.roberts@yrdsb.edu.on.ca
mailto:Margaret.roberts@yrdsb.edu.on.ca
http://www.nochildwithout.ca

Homework Club and Study Hall

Once again this year, UM.P.S. teachers will be providing two opportunites for stu-
dents to receive extra teacher assistance or access a quiet work environment, out-
side of the classroom.

Study Hall provides primary students in grades 1-3 with an opportunity to review
work or complete homework in a quiet environment. It runs from Tuesday
through Thursday, from 12:50-1:20 by teacher invitation. Each classroom teacher
has a maximum of 6 passes which are issued to students who require extra time or
support on an ‘as needed’ basis.

Homework Club, on the other hand, provides Junior and Infermediate students
with a quiet work environment from 3:00-4:00p.m., from Tuesday to Thursday.
Students are expected to arrive with a specific academic task and are permitted to
leave Homework Club as soon as homework is completed. Students who use study
hall/homework club for other purposes or disrupt the learning of others will be
asked to leave.

If the teacher volunteering their time to supervise that day is ill, Homework Club
will be cancelled and students will have to leave right away at 3:00p.m.

Students are asked to listen to announcements indicating the start of this year’s
Homework Club. Thank you for your support.

©

Important Dates for September
18Terry Fox Run & POGO Chalk for Cancer Awareness
21Eid-ul-Fitr
22 & 23Dental Screening for grades JK/SK, 2,4,6,8
23 Picture Day for Monday/Wednesday Kindies and grades 1,3,5 and 7
24 Picture Day for Tuesday/Thursday Kindies and grades 2,4,6, and 8
24 Curriculum Night

25 P.A.Day. No classes for students. Teachers in meetings all day.
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Community Volunteers
Unionville Meadows welcomes and is often looking for volunteers to help around the school in
different ways. If you have an hour a week to spare and want to volunteer in the school, let us
know. We are looking for volunteers to help out in the following ways:
e Classroom helper
Field trip helper
Driver for teams and clubs
Milk program
QSP Magazine Fundraiser
Daily Reading Program
Assisting in the library
Homework Club
Office volunteer
School Council activities

I am interested in volunteering at UMPS!
You may share my information with a coordinating parent volunteer:  Yes No

Student first and last name:

My name:

Relationship to student:

Phone number(s):
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Improving Communication
In order to improve communication, save paper and money, Unionville Meadows will be placing all future
copies of the newsletter AThe Messenger o on
by email. In addition, we would like to be able to contact you with other information by email. If you would
like to be included on the Unionville Meadows School email distribution list, please provide your information
below.

Please only submit one form per family. List all siblings on this form. Provide only 1 email address.

Student first and last name: Grade: Teacher:
Student first and last name: Grade: Teacher:
Student first and last name: Grade: Teacher:

Printed parent first and last name(s):

Email: Parent Signature:

|:| I am aware that a parent volunteer, who has signed a confidentiality agreement, will be inputting the email
address into the distribution list.

|:| I give permission for this email address to be shared with the School Council for the purpose of receiving
Council information.
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